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THE FOLLOWING IS THE FULL TEXT OF AN ON-THE RECORD PRESS 
CONFERENCE WHICH SECRETARY KISSINGER GAVE TODAY, MARCH 4, AT NATO 
HEADQUARTERS IN BRUSSELS FOLLOWING HIS MEETING WITH THE NORTH ATLANTIC 

COUNCIL. HE WAS INTRODUCED AT THE PRESS CONFERENCE BY NATO SECRETARY 
GENERAL LUNS. 

BEGIN TEXT: 

SECRETARY GENERAL LUNS: GENTLEMEN, FIRST OF ALL I WANT JUST TO SAY 
THAT THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS A MEETING BEFORE HE LEAVES RATHER 
SOON TO BE IN WASHINGTON EARLY IN THE EVENING TONIGHT WITH THE TIME 
DIFFERENCE, SO HIS TIME IS VERY SHORT. HE HAS COME FROM BONN AND I 
HAVE HAD THE PLEASURE AND THE PRIVILEGE OF ACCOMPANYING HIM SO THAT 
WE COULD HAVE VERY INFORMAL AND PLEASANT EXCHANGE OF VIEWS ON 
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VARIOUS PROBLEMS, AND THE SECRETARY OF STATE HAS NOW VERY DETAILEDLY 
BRIEFED IN A RESTRICTED MEETING THE NATO COUNCIL ON THE DEVELOPMENTS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND PROBLEMS WHICH AFFECT THE ALLIANCE. I AM NOT 
HERE ON MY PART TO GIVE YOU THE VIEWS OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE. WE 
HAVE THE GREAT PLEASURE OF HAVING HIM HERE AND I WILL NOW GIVE HIM 
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THE FLOOR SO THAT HE CAN GIVE YOU EXACTLY WHAT HE WOULD LIKE TO SAY. 

AND I WOULD ONLY ADD THAT IT WAS A VERY USEFUL MEETING, THAT THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE WENT INTO ALL THE QUESTIONS ASKED, AND IT WAS A 
VERY LIVELY AND PLEASANT EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. 

SECRETARY KISSINGER: MR. SECRETARY GENERAL, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

I CAME HERE AT THE REQUEST OF OUR PRESIDENT TO BRIEF THE MEMBERS OF 
THE COUNCIL: FIRST, ABOUT MY TRIP TO THE MIDDLE EAST AND, SECONDLY, 

ON THE GENERAL DESIGN OF OUR POLICY IN THE MIDDLE EAST SO THAT OUR 
ALLIES WOULD UNDERSTAND AND BE ABLE TO EXPRESS THEIR VIEWS WITH RESPECT 

TO OUR POLICY IN AN AREA THAT IS OF VITAL CONCERN TO THEM. I ALSO 
WELCOMED THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXCHANGE VIEWS WITH THE SECRETARY GENERAL 
ON THE PLANE AND EXPLAIN TO HIM AND HIS COLLEAGUES ABOUT THE EVOLUTION 

OF ATLANTIC RELATIONSHIPS WHICH WE BELIEVE SHOULD BE EVEN FURTHER 
STRENGTHENED AND WHICH THE UNITED STATES CONSIDERS TO BE THECORNERSTONE 

OF OUR FOREIGN POLICY. I WILL BE GLAD TO TAKE A FEW QUESTIONS BUT 
PLEASE REMEMBER THAT I HAVE NOT EVEN HAD THE OPPORTUNITY YET TO REPORT 

TO OUR PRESIDENT ON MY TRIP. THEREFORE, I WILL NOT BE VERY ILLUMINAT- 
ING ABOUT THE MIDDLE EAST. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, IS THERE A COMPLETE UNITY OF VIEWS BETWEEN OUR 
ALLIES AND THE UNITED STATES OVER OUR MIDDLE EAST POLICY? 

A. I REALLYDON’T THINK THAT I SHOULD SPEAK FOR OUR ALLIES. MY 
IMPRESSION WHICH, OF COURSE, THE SECRETARY GENERAL CAN ALSO COMMENT 
ON WAS THAT AROUND THE TABLE IN THE NATO COUNCIL THERE WAS A 
CONSIDERABLE UNITY OF VIEWS AS TO THE OBJECTIVES AND CONSIDERABLE 
UNDERSTANDING AS 

TO THE METHOD, AND I DO NOT RECALL THAT ANY CONTRARY VIEWS WERE 
EXPREESSED. AM I UNFAIR.... SECRETARY GENERAL? 

SECTRETARY GENERAL: NO, NO, YOU ARE QUITE RIGHT BUT YOU ARE TOOMODEST 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 03 NATO 01 195 042013Z 

ABOUT IT. THERE WAS ON THE PART OF ALL THE COUNTRIES OF THE ALLIANCE 
GREAT APPRECIATION FOR WHAT THE UNITED STATES IN THE PERSON OF ITS 
SECRETARY OF STATE HAS BEEN DOING IN THE MIDDLE EAST SINCE NOVEMBER 
LAST WHEN THE FIRST TALKS STARTED, AND WE HAVE BEEN SOMEHAT ENCOURAGED 

BY THE PROSPECT OF GOING STEP BY STEP FURTHER IN THE DIRECTION OF A 
PEACE WHICH WILL BE IN THE INTEREST OF ALL THE MEMBERS, OF ALL OF 
THEM. 

Q. ARE YOU AWARE OF THE FACT THAT THE NINE MINISTERS OF THE EUROPEAN 
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY HAVE DECIDED TO GO AHEAD AND CONDUCT PRELIMINARY 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH 20 ARAB COUNTRIES WITH THE EVENTUAL VIEW OF HOLDING 
A FORMAL (INAUDIBLE) CONFERENCE THIS FALL? ONE, ARE YOUR AWARE OF THIS? 

TWO, DOES THIS EUROPEAN INITIATIVE HAVE AMERICAN UNDERSTANDING, PER- 
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HAPS EVEN APPROVAL; AND, THREE, ARE YOU PLANNING TO SEE MR. SCHEEL 
AS HAS BEEN ADVERTISED THIS AFTERNOON? 

A. FOREIGN MINISTER SCHEEL, WITH WHOM I SPENT LAST EVENING IN AN 
EXTENSIVE REVIEW OF THE SITUATION, HAS REQUESTED THAT I SEE HIM AT 
THE GERMAN EMBASSY HERE IN HIS CAPACITY AS HEAD OF THE COUNCIL OF 
MINISTERS. ON THAT OCCASION HE WISHES TO INFORM ME ABOUT SOME 
DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, BUT I HAVE NOT BEEN TOLD 
WITH RESPECT TO WHAT SUBJECTS. THEREFORE, I BELIEVE IT WOULD BE 
INAPPROPRIATE FOR ME TO COMMENT ON SOMETHING ON WHICH I WILL HEAR AN 
EXPLANATION IN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. I AM EXPECTING TO SEE FOREIGN 
MINISTER SCHEEL AT FIVE O'COLOCK AT THE GERMAN EMBASSY AT HIS REQUEST 


Q. IN THE PAST YOU HAVE HAD VIEWS ABOUT THIS SEPARATE EUROPEAN EFFORT 
WITH THESE ARAB OIL-PRODUCING COUNTRIES. IS THIS A QUESTION YOU ARE 
DEALING WITHIN GENERAL AT THE FOREIGN MINISTERS LEVEL? 

A. IT WOULD BE HARDLY PROPER FOR ME TO COMMENT ON SEMTHING THAT I HAVE 

NOT BEEN OFFICIALLY INFORMED OF AND THE CONTENT OF WHICH I DO 
NOT KNOW. OUR VIEW AT THE WASHINGTON 

ENERGY CONFERENCE CONCERNED BILATERAL OIL DEALS BETWEEN 
DIFFERENT COUNTRIES OR REGIONS AND OIL-PRODUCING COUNTRIES. 

IT DOES NOT APPLY TO THE WHOLE SPECTRUM OF POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS IN 

WHICH WE OBVIOUSLY DO NOT ASK FOR A VETO BUT I WOULD LIKE TO WAIT 
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FOR OFFICIAL INFORMATION BEFORE EXPRESSING THE VIEW ON WHAT IT IS THAT 

THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY MAY HAVE DECIDED TODAY. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY OF STATE, IS THERE ANYTHING NEW ABOUT THE NEW 
ATLANTIC CHARTER 

AND MR. NIXON COMING HERE TO BRUSSELS? 

A. WE ARE MAKING GOOD PROGRESS IN THE DRAFTING OF THE NATO DECLARATION 

AND THERE WILL BE ANOTHER MEETING IN THE MIDDLE OF MARCH OF THE 
POLITICAL DIRECTORS OR THEIR EQUIVALENTS IN WHICH WE INTEND TO MAKE 
PROGRESS ON THE DECLARATION BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND THE UNITED 
STATES. THE TENTATIVE PLAN HAD ALWAYS BEEN THAT IF THESE DECLARATIONS 
ARE SATISFACTORILY CONCLUDED, THAT THE PRESIDENT MIGHT COME TO 
EUROPE TO SIGN THEM. 

BUT WE WILL WAIT WITH MAKING THE FINAL DECISION UNTIL THEY AE 
CONCLUDED. I CAN SAY, HOWEVER, THAT WITH RESPECT TO THE ATLANTIC 
DECLARATION VERY GOOD PROGRESS HAS BEEN MADE AND WITH RESPECT TO 
THE DECLARATION WITH THE COMMUNITY WE ARE QUITE OPTIMISTIC. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, ARE YOU COUNTING ON SPAIN SIGNING THIS NEW 
ATLANTIC DECLARATION? 

A. SPAIN IS NOT FORMALLY INCLUDED IN THE ATLANTIC DECLARATION. 
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HOWEVER, AS I EXPLAINED TO THE PRESS WHEN I WAS IN SPAIN A FEW MONTHS 
AGO, THE UNITED STATES IS PREPARED TO SIGN A SEPARATE DECLARATION 
WITH SPAIN WHICH WILL PAR AT JET. THOSE IT SIGNS WITH THE TOHER 
COUNTRIES OF EUROPE, AND WE ARE, IN FACT, AT THIS MOMENT ENGAGED 
IN AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT ON THIS SUBJECT 
AND WE ARE CERTAIN THAT WE WILL ACHIEVE A SATISFACTORY ANSWER. 

Q. MR. SECRETARY, IS IT STILL THE AMERICAN INTENTION TO ASK FOR A 
THIRD DOCUMENT WHICH WOULD INCLUDE, FOR EXAMPLE, JAPAN IN THE 
PROCESS? 

A. THE UNITED STATES SUPPORTS A STATEMENT BETWEEN EUROPE, THE 
UNITED STATES AND JAPAN AND THIS IS THE SUBJECT OF CONSULTATIONS 
WHICH ARE NOW TAKING PLACE. END TEXT 
MCAULIFFE 
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